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5THE   GOVERNMENT   OF   LOUIS   XV

BY the example of his court Louis XIV had desired to impose
upon the French solemnly formal manners, and by the suppres-
sion of religious dissent he had meant to produce a uniformity of
belief opposed to the tendencies of that nation, whose easy-going
disposition leads it to prefer a lively and informal bearing, while
the great diversity of individual types of which it is composed
predisposes it to variety of opinions. The French nation struggled
to free itself from the trammels imposed upon it by a king's per-
sonal will and to resume the course of its evolution by reasserting
its own natural tendencies. The eighteenth century was one long
conflict between the political and ecclesiastical authorities, whose
endeavour it was to maintain an official system based upon con-
straint, and the active section of society, whose tendency was to
cast ofT the absolute authority of the Government and clergy.

Louis XIV left no heir but a great-grandson five years of age,
Louis XV; so that once again the royal power was exercised in
the king's name, first by his nearest kinsman, the Duke of Or-
leans, acting as regent, and afterwards by another kinsman, the

l In French usage the term 'eighteenth century' is confined to the period between
the end of Louis XIV's reign, in 1715, and the Revolution of 1789.
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